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1 During the following of the procedure, a new document EP 0 980 828 came to the 
knowledge of the examiner which is of relevance for claim 1 . The document was not 
cited in the international search report. A copy of the document is appended hereto. 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 Although the applicant's arguments, filed with letter dated 18.03.05, were taken into 
consideration it is still the opinion of the examiner that the present application does not 
meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, the reasoning being as follows. 
The subject-matter of claim 1 is new, but does not involve an inventive step in the sense 
of Article 33(3) PCT. Document US 5 589 901 (=D1) is regarded as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 and discloses (the references in parenthesis 
applying to this document): 

Control station for controlling a plurality of accessories (10,12) on the exterior of an 
aircraft, the control station including: 

- a single visual display unit (18), 

- a single hand operable manipulation device(34), the single hand operable 
manipulation device (34) being usable for controlling the selected accessory (10,12), 

-the visual displayainit (m)-being.operated-to display information relating to the selected 
accessory (10,12) (see figs., abstract and column 5, line 36-column 6, line 27, column 
6, line 55-column 8, line 59 and column 9, line 33-column 10, line 39), 

from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that the control station includes a 
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selection facility for selecting an accessory to be controlled. 

However, document EP 0 980 828 (=D7) shows a control station including (the 
references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

- a selection facility (214, 214a) for selecting an accessory (20,30,50) to be controlled, 
the control station being arranged such that upon selection of an accessory (20,30,50) 
the visual display unit (210,212) is operated to display information relating to the 
selected accessory (20,30,50). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to the person skilled in the art , namely when the same 
result is to be achieved, i.e. providing control of a plurality of accessories on the exterior 
of an aircraft, to combine these two documents, thereby arriving at the subject-matter of 
claim 1 without performing an inventive step. 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-8 

3.1 The additional features of dependent claim 2 is already known from D7 or is just a matter 
of a slight constructional change, which comes within the scope of the customary 
practice followed by persons skilled in the art and which do not appear to result in any 
particular technical effects.The additional features of claim 2 would therefore not result 
in an inventive step when added to claim 1 (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3.2 The additional features of dependent claims 3-7 are known from and follow in an obvious 
manner from D2. The additional features of dependent claim 8 is known from and follow 
in an obvious manner from D5. The additional features of claims 3-8 would therefore not 
result in an inventive step when added to claim 1 (Article 33(3) PCT). 



F TT? ^parate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-Januaiy 2004) 



(Pfirrted: '10/08/2005! 



1 



EPr04765309 



jCLMSPAMDj 



1 



31969P WO/BRba 

Mann Aviation Group (Engineering) Limited 
PCT/EP2004/010410 



CLAIMS 



2. 



3. 



Control station for controlling a plurality of accessories (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ) on 
the exterior of an aircraft, the control station including: 

a single visual display unit (8), 

a single hand operable manipulation device (10), 

a selection facility (22) for selecting an accessory (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ) to 

be controlled, 

the control station being arranged such that upon selection of an 
accessory (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ) the single hand operable manipulation device 
(10) is usable for controlling the selected accessory (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ), 
the control station being further arranged such that upon selection of an 
accessory (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ) the visual display unit (8) is operated to display 
information relating to the selected accessory (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ). 

Control station according to claim 1, wherein a switching unit (6) is 
provided and control lines lead from the accessories (a 1 , a 2 , a 3 , a 4 ) to 
the switching unit (6) and wherein a single control line leads from the 
switching unit (6) to the visual display unit (8). 

Control station according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the selection facility 
(22) is indaded-withln the-visua^display unit (8). 

Control station according to claim 3, wherein the selection facility 
comprises a plurality of selection switches (22) around the periphery of 
a screen (21), the visual display unit (8) being arranged such as to 
indicate the function of a respective selection switch - (22) in a screen 




:cra respective one of the selection switches. 



5. Control station according to claim 3 or 4, wherein the selection facility 
comprises a plurality of indicator lights (22) around the periphery of a 
touch screen type screen (21), the visual display unit (8) being 
arranged such as to indicate the function of the respective indicator 
lights (22) in a screen region adjacent to the respective ones of the 
indicator lights (22). 

6. Control station according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the control 
station further comprises means (11, 12) for supporting the visual 
display unit (8) and the hand operable manipulation device (10), the 
support means (11, 12) being positionable adjacent to an aircraft seat 
(13). 

7. Control station according to claim 6, wherein the visual display unit is 
supported by the support means (11, 12) in a variable manner such as 
to be positionable in a position in front of an operator seated in an 
aircraft seat (13) and in a position on one side of the aircraft seat (13) 
for not inhibiting entry into and exit of the aircraft seat (13). 

8. Control station according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the support means 
(11, 12) comprises a receptacle positionable on a side of an aircraft 
(13), the visual display unit being located within the receptacle. 
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